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Colby Among Colleges Increasing Aid
With the decision to replace loans
with grants for students in need, Colby
became one of a small but growing group
of institutions addressing the cost of higher
education through new aid policies. “It’s
now being referred to nationally as the
no-loan club,” said Steve Thomas, director
of admissions.
“It is principally about access and
affordability,” President William Adams
said of Colby’s new policy, which takes
effect in fall 2008. “As comprehensive fees
rise, we can do and we should do more.
We don’t want any student not to come to
Colby because of concerns about paying off
student loans.”
Colby’s move has garnered considerable
national attention, Thomas said, but the
effect on admissions is impossible to predict.
Thomas said the timing of a similar
initiative for Maine residents, announced
last fall before application deadlines, resulted
in an additional 200 applications from
Maine—a 49-percent increase over last year.

The no-loan policy will have an effect on
Colby’s general applicant pool, he said. “Is it
going to be ﬁve percent, ten percent, twenty
percent? I have no idea.”
As this issue went to press, Vassar and
Columbia had just joined the “no-loan

Student Dies in Snowboard Accident
Andrew Peff ’11 died in January in a snowboarding accident at Sugarloaf Mountain. Peff, who spent his first semester of college in the Colby in Dijon (France)
program, had already connected with many students there and on campus.
“Like all of you, I am struggling with how to respond to Andrew’s death,”
said Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students Jim Terhune at
a memorial service for Peff held on campus. “I want to
understand—to make sense of it. That’s what we do
here. We seek to know. We ask questions and we read
and research and reflect. And we find answers. But none
of the answers about this are complete—nor are they
particularly satisfying.”
Peff was on campus for less than two weeks, but,
according to many who knew him, he had already made
an impact—in his Jan Plan class, in extracurricular activities, and on members of the lacrosse team.
Andrew Peff ’11
“Andrew belonged at Colby, and he was excited to be
here,” said Terhune. “You only had to walk past him on the quad to know that
his enthusiasm for Colby was boundless. His time here was too short—cruelly
so—but even so, he touched us, added to us, and, while we are diminished by
his loss, our community is better for Andrew’s impact on us.”
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club.” More colleges will have to follow suit,
Thomas predicted, as they compete for the
top students in the nation and abroad.
See President Adams’s commentary on the new
aid policy, P. 34.

In the Event of an Emergency
Tragic school
shootings around
the country have
prompted many
colleges and
universities to
assess and bolster
their emergency
response plans.
Colby is no exception. The College
recently installed a siren with voice
capabilities (formerly used by a town
adjacent to the now decommissioned
Maine Yankee nuclear power plant) and subscribed
to a phone messaging service that allows students
to receive information and instructions in an
emergency. These complement a broad spectrum of
emergency measures, including dispatching security
guards, automatically locking buildings, and more.
Additional emergency details are online at
www.colby.edu/security.
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Stepping Back in Time

Diamond to Deliver
Commencement Speech
Robert Diamond ’73, a world leader in international
ﬁ nance, will deliver the commencement address at Colby’s
187th Commencement ceremonies on
Sunday, May 25.
An economics major and one-time
university instructor, Diamond is
president of Barclays PLC and chief
executive of Investment Banking
and Investment Management for the
London-based bank. He is the architect
of the strategies that produced record
performances for Barclays across these divisions, and he will
be a Colby parent when his son Charlie joins the Class of
2012 this fall.
Diamond will receive an honorary degree along with
four others: art historian, museum director, and curator
Gabriella De Ferrari; scientist and energy consultant Amory
Lovins; author and television writer-producer David Simon;
and record-setting female astronaut Sunita Williams.

Colby is gearing up for a new and improved version of reunion this year,
complete with sound bytes.
One addition will be oral history booths, where alumni can record their
Colby memories. Meg Bernier Boyd ’81, director of alumni and donor relations, said that gathering personal histories is important to giving texture
to the facts and figures that make up existing accounts of Colby’s history.
Especially when it comes to historically tumultuous periods such as World
War II, she said, “We don’t have the flavor and feel of what it was like to be
living here.” While everyone is encouraged to share stories, the College would
especially like to hear from those who lived on Colby’s old campus and alumni
who were among the first to graduate on the Mayflower Hill campus.
Reunion 2008 (June 5-8) will incorporate the second annual Presidential
Golf Tournament and will include a family-oriented reunion carnival, a mini
Alumni College with lectures by faculty members, and a documentary film
festival showing student-made films from Professor Phyllis Mannocchi’s
annual documentary film class.
Changes will continue in coming years as the College seeks to give
alumni reasons to attend that go beyond reconnecting with classmates and
friends. Colby’s goal is to transform reunion into an engaging and exciting
“destination weekend” and an opportunity for alumni to learn about Colby
now and how it has changed since they left Mayflower Hill. “We’re hoping
to build [reunion] up,” Boyd said. “This is our start.”
—Emily Judem ’06

Sen. Olympia Snowe called it “a renaissance”
for Waterville and “a great day for a great city.”
Gov. John Baldacci said, “It represents the
heart and soul of this community.”
And more than 300 supporters remained upbeat and enthusiastic after no fewer than 20
speakers took their turns at the microphone
during groundbreaking ceremonies in the cavernous first floor of the former Hathaway shirt
factory on the banks for the Kennebec River.
The speakers and the unexpectedly big
audience assembled Jan. 10 to celebrate the
groundbreaking for the Hathaway Creative Center and to praise developer Paul Boghossian ’76
for his vision, persistence, and tenacity over the
last four years as he rescued the derelict mill
for historic restoration and conversion to mixed
retail, commercial, and residential use.
Among the speakers was Colby President William Adams, who referred to widespread concern
about the number of young, well-educated people
who leave Maine for other career opportunities.
“But,” he said, looking at Boghossian, “when

they come back, they come
back in extraordinary ways.”
B o g hossian, w ho has
worked on similar restoration
projects in his home state
of Rhode Island, teamed up
with Tom Neimann, president of Neimann Capital,
to move his dream of saving the Hathaway building
to Januar y’s celebrator y
groundbreaking.
Boghossian said char ter
tenants include three radio
stations, a spa and salon,
The interior of the Hathaway building, which is being completely
nearly 300 employees of
renovated, will house high-end apartments, retail space, and more.
MaineGeneral Medical Center and HealthReach, and a trendy design, fur- formation of the Hathaway into its second life”
and who showed up to applaud him.
niture, and accessories store.
“Colby was really there in the end, providing
Introduced as “a man with a dream” and a
Colby College graduate, Boghossian thanked a a million dollars in financing to put us over the
host of national and state legislators and finan- top,” he said, referring to the College’s investcial backers who had helped with the “the trans- ment in the project. —Stephen Collins ’74
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Hathaway Project Moves Forward
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Designing a
Science Building
A new science building will soon
take its place on the Colby Green,
as the College looks to provide
more and better space for computer
science, mathematics, and psychology—
all growing majors.
The new building is slated to open
in the fall of 2010, according to Vice
President for Academic Affairs Edward
Yeterian. To be located next to the SchairSwenson-Watson Alumni Center, the new
science building will be across the green
from the Diamond Building, which opened
in 2007.
The three departments have outgrown
their quarters in Mudd (mathematics
and computer science) and Roberts
(psychology) and are in need of improved
facilities to provide a state-of-the-art
educational experience in their disciplines.
Plans are for the new 30,000-squarefoot building to house faculty offices and
student research space, classrooms, a

1
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computer laboratory, and informal study
and gathering spaces. Yeterian said
relocating psychology will also enable
the College to move ahead with plans to
convert Roberts into residential space.

Museum Expansion On Track
When it announced the gift of the
Lunder Collection last May, Colby
committed to building an addition
to the art museum to put many of its new
treasures on permanent display. Colby has
selected Cooper, Robertson & Partners,
a New York-based architecture and urban
design firm that has created campus
plans for Harvard and Yale, to develop a
master plan. It will include analyzing the
current space and determining the site of
the addition. With that, Colby will select
an architect and will be on track for the
target completion date of 2013—Colby’s
bicentennial.

2

Perkins-Wilson, with proposed addition.

Roberts Row Renovations
Colby will begin renovating the
small residence halls on Roberts
Row this spring. Pierce and
Perkins-Wilson, formerly, Zeta Psi and
Phi Delta, will be the first two of those
buildings tackled in a program that has
renovated most of Colby’s other residence
halls and all dining halls in recent years.
The pace is ambitious: some work will
start over spring break, followed by
serious construction in the summer, with
the halls to be ready for occupancy for the
opening of school in 2008.

3
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Academic Examination

The new bookstore, on the east side of Cotter.

In December Colby’s faculty established
three working groups—Curricular Oversight,
Communication Skills, and Academic Engagement—as part of what President William Adams has called the most comprehensive review
of Colby’s curriculum in more than 20 years.
The Curricular Oversight group will examine
the students’ academic experience at the
College and how they progress through the
curriculum. The Communication Skills working
group will consider ways to enhance teaching
of written and oral communication skills. The

Academic Engagement group will consider
ways to enhance students’ participation in the
academic program and other opportunities
at Colby, with a particular focus on projectbased learning.
The three groups were proposed by an
Ad Hoc Curricular Planning Committee of the
faculty that was formed in the wake of the
College’s reaccreditation self-study. Members
were elected this winter, and meetings got
underway in February. Each working group was
charged with producing a report to be presented
at the February 2009 faculty meeting.

Bookstore Eyes Summer Move

4

Diamond Is Certified Green
Colby’s Diamond Building has
received LEED certification from
the U.S. Green Building Council.
The LEED green building rating system is
the national benchmark for sustainable
construction. Many factors make
Diamond a green building. They include
the use of local materials, the use of
materials with recycled content (including
carpeting and wallboard), about 84
percent of construction waste being
diverted from landfills, occupancy sensors
in classrooms to avoid electricity waste,
and a touch-screen display in the lobby
that allows visitors to learn about these
and other green features.

5

For more information on campus
improvements, visit:
www.colby.edu/improvements

Colby Turned Inside Out
InsideColby, the new admissions program consisting
of student-produced content, won a gold medal in the
2008 Council for the Advancement and Support of
Education’s (CASE) District 1 Communications Awards.
InsideColby features articles, photos, blogs, podcasts,
vodcasts, and more. The latest issue of the magazine
includes articles about the faculty resident program
and an essay about health care in Malawi. Check it out
at www.insidecolby.com.

Building Bonds by Bursting Bubble
A round of “human bowling” on Runnals Hill kicked off the fourth annual Burst
the Bubble Week, Feb. 18-22. Events aimed
at improving Colby-Waterville connections
included “Chill ’n the Ville,” a night of
music and socializing for students and town
residents, a panel discussion considering
both historical and future revitalization efforts in Waterville, an art gallery exhibition
featuring student and local artisans’ work,
and dinners discounted for Colby students
in selected Waterville restaurants.
Burst the Bubble Week was organized
by the Colby Waterville Alliance (formerly
known as the Colby South End Coalition), with the goal of strengthening the
relationship between the College and the
Waterville community.
While optimistic, alliance member Steve
Erario ’10 said that Burst the Bubble Week is
no cure-all for the tensions that often divide
Colby and Waterville. “There’s obviously

PHOTO BY MEGAN LEHMANN '08

The new bookstore addition
in Cotter Union is expected
to open in June, after Alumni
Weekend, said Patricia Crandlemire
Murphy, director of physical plant. The
site work is scheduled to be complete by
mid-May, and the fitting out of the interior
of the store, a major part of any retail
project, is expected to be finished by
commencement, Murphy said. Bookstore
operations will remain in Roberts until
after Alumni Weekend.

Students created these Burst the Bubble
T-shirts, buttons, and pens to celebrate the
week of activities linking Colby and Waterville.
no silver bullet when you’re talking about
making relations between the two communities peachy-keen and idealistic, so it’s
going to take a lot of work to get it up to that
level.” But, he added, “Both communities
really are kind-hearted and good-spirited,
and if they spend time together, some of the
tensions will be reduced.” —E.J.
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Learning Outside the Classroom

Bryant Inspires on MLK Day

Professor Cedric
Gael Bryant
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Lee Professor of English Cedric Gael Bryant was the keynote
speaker at Waterville’s 22nd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Day
community breakfast. He took a line from Langston Hughes—
“Ain’t Been No Crystal Stair”—as his title. “It may be a little early
in the morning for poetry, but this is what comes of inviting an
English professor to breakfast,” he said, before launching an
inspirational 12-minute talk about keeping Dr. King’s dream alive.
To hear an audio recording of his remarks, go to www.colby.edu/
mag, keyword bryant.

Professor of Science, Technology, and Society
Jim Fleming, quoted in an MSNBC article
about satellites.
PHOTO BY KENDYL SULLIVAN ’11

A new plan for student life
aims to enhance the residential
experience at Colby and to help
students develop real-life skills.
Dubbed Colby 360, the plan
is based on 360-degree learning; it relates coursework to life
on Mayﬂower Hill and beyond.
Colby 360 encourages self-governance in residence halls, offers
leadership-training opportunities, emphasizes civic responsibility, and works on enhancing
communications skills.
“There is a very deliberate
intent to make the out-of-class- This sexual assault awareness program was one of many to
room experience more related to offer life skills as part of the residential experience at Colby.
the in-the-classroom experience,” said Vice Board member. “We’re going to ask them to
President for Student Affairs and Dean of take this on as a job interview,” said Director
Students Jim Terhune, who spearheaded of Campus Life Kelly Wharton, “in order to
the effort.
demonstrate some of these skills.”
The program includes ﬁve key areas:
Other things planned or in place include
developing life skills, understanding diversity, ongoing, interactive programs about diverunderstanding democracy and civic engage- sity issues, dorm programming that includes
ment, promoting wellness and healthy life- elements of Colby 360, and budget managestyles, and providing leadership education.
ment. Beginning in the fall of 2008, every
For example, one change rolled out this residence hall will initiate a civic engagement
spring is the application process for leader- component, whether it’s local, national, or
ship positions. Students will now use the international. “We want students, through
writing and presentation skills they learn in their residence halls, to be looking outward
class to craft cover letters to apply for posi- as well—in an ongoing and meaningful
tions like COOT (Colby Outdoor Orien- way,” said Terhune.
tation Trip) leader and Pugh Community
—Ruth Jacobs

“The cost of Earth observations from space
might have been measured in the billions.
But the value of knowing your home planet
is priceless.”

“Lucky for him—and for anyone who ever
ordered his famous deconstructed tongue
sandwich—he had already figured out how
to deep-fry mayonnaise.”

Food critic Frank Bruni, in the March 5
New York Times, reviewing the restaurant
WD-50 and its owner and chef, Wylie
Dufresne ’92, whom he praised as “amusing,
important, and rewarding.”
“Yup, that good ’ol Maine rivalry is alive and
kicking, and this makes our little mules of
pride do a happy dance.”

Blair Braverman ’11, after writing
that, according to a case study conducted by
her Environmental Studies 118 class,
Colby’s recycling program is better than
those at Bates and Bowdoin.
(From an insideColby blog post)
“I found his scholarly breadth and
prodigious output, even then, so inspiring
that I briefly sought to emulate him,
though, after several grueling weeks,
I settled for admiring him.”

Professor of History Robert Weisbrot on
rooming with Jonathan Sarna, professor
of American Jewish history at Brandeis
University and this year’s Lipman lecturer,
while they were in graduate school
“If you think the military is a bunch of
redneck dumbheads, you might think about
signing up yourself.”

NPR Senior Correspondent John McChesney,
in a March 11 talk about the Iraq War, on his
remark that “elite colleges are AWOL.” About
the military, he continued: “They are not, by
the way. It’s a pretty smart outﬁt.”

Bubble Bath
Jacqueline Beaupre ’08 wades through a hallway in
Averill Hall after her friends, playing a practical joke,
packed her room with balloons, which spilled out
when she opened the door.
Photo by Kendyl Sullivan ’11
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Wrong Track, Right Track:
From Rehab to Mayﬂower Hill
By Robin Respaut ’07
Sitting at a side table in Foss dining hall, Jake (not his real name)
looks a little out of place. Instead of North Face, he wears a tight
plain T-shirt, worn jeans, a grey wool hat, and yellow work boots.
Tall, with broad shoulders and muscular arms, Jake looks like he
just ﬁnished his shift on a construction site. And he uses words like
“codependent,” “dissociation,” and “psychological conditioning.”
It’s clear Jake has done some therapy.
“Yeah, I guess it comes out here and there,” he said. “I don’t think it’s
that obvious though, considering how much therapy I’ve actually had.”
In fact, Jake may have undergone more therapy than any other
student on Colby’s campus. During his sophomore year of high
school, he developed a serious drug problem and rarely went to
school without getting high. Over time his marijuana use was
compounded by the consumption of antidepressant pills—and an
unreﬁned version of heroin called “black tar.”
“In high school, I hated the whole social atmosphere. I always felt
uncomfortable, like I would never measure up,” Jake said. He speaks
slowly and calmly, carefully processing his thoughts. “I guess everyone
felt that way to a certain extent, but at times, that’s all I felt.”
After a deep breath, he said, “When I was high in school, I didn’t
care about anything and, after a while, I resented being anything else.”
***
Halfway through his junior year, Jake’s strong marks in honorslevel classes dropped, and a close friend warned Jake’s parents that
he was “killing himself.” His parents sent him to Maine for what was
called “wilderness rehabilitation.”
The rehab center in Maine combined classroom and therapy,
in addition to four-day outdoor excursions in the middle of a New
England winter. A strict regimen of hiking and living off vegetables
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and tofu was enforced. “They removed us from traditional society,
where ninety-nine percent of kids are capable of functioning, but we
weren’t,” Jake said.
He admits that it helped build his self esteem.
“I think I made real progress in not getting so down on myself,”
he said. “But in terms of drugs, I wanted to get high off my ass as
soon as I got out, and I didn’t keep it much of a secret.”
Jake’s honesty in admitting his plans to return to drugs earned
him a one-way ticket to California, where he found, in his own
words, a whole new extreme in the “breaking-down-bad-kids
industry.” Military in its strictness, the live-in rehab institution
included several three-hour group-therapy sessions each week.
These meetings were loud, intimidating, and confrontational, he
said. “If you needed to talk to someone, you had to get up and walk
directly across the room to where they sat. The yelling was so severe
that you can guess what would happen if people weren’t physically
separated from each other.”
The students at the California school had extensive histories
related to drug or alcohol abuse, eating disorders, cutting, and/or
depression. “I think if someone from the outside saw what happened
in that school, they would think, ‘That’s terrible what they’re doing
to those kids.’ But it was necessary,” Jake said. “You know how
people will say, ‘That kid needs to get his ass kicked.’ Well, I needed
that. I just got it in a different way.”
While in California, Jake curbed his craving for drugs, became
more self- assured, and cultivated positive communication with his
parents. Despite his progress at the school, however, the intensity
level was enough for Jake to want badly to leave. When he turned
18, he hitched to San Bernardino to enlist in the military.
“I looked a little haggard by the time I got to the recruitment
center, because I had just slept on the street,” he said. “Still, I received
a perfect score on the entry test, and they agreed to take me.”

point of view
“I mainly keep to myself ...
sometimes I think I should try to
meet more people, but there are a
handful of people on this campus
that I really know and trust.
That’s all I need.”
Jake usually refrained from disclosing his past, but after I learned
his story, I realized why a Colby admissions ofﬁcer melted down
the mold to admit a kid with such an atypical story. Jake’s poignant
perspective on life was refreshing in an arena of golden college
students. Jake did not necessarily know where his next step would
place him, but he certainly understood where he had been. For
me, I sometimes found myself caught in a wave of consternation in
college, concerned over whether I was achieving some intangible
standard of success. Spending time with Jake reminded me of my
own struggle with depression in high school, and I could safely
recognize how much I, too, had grown.
As for Jake, he credits his serenity to his Colby education.
Philosophy courses have opened his mind profoundly and helped
change his perspective on life. “I consider myself such a different
person now, much more perceptive and at peace with the situations
around me. One of my greatest lessons is continual: I am constantly
learning more about myself and how I interact with other people. I
don’t go through the heavily depressive states that I used to.”
He sighed. “It’s a really excited, exciting time, you know? I’m
really lucky.”

ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT P. HERNANDEZ

But Jake’s parents wanted him to stay on a track that could lead to
college. “I genuinely wanted to go to school, too, but I couldn’t go
back to living under those ridiculous rules with people yelling at me
all the time.”
Jake and his parents eventually agreed that he would go to a
transitional home in Idaho, where he worked his ﬁrst job, lived in an
apartment, and attended classes at a local junior college. “There was
group therapy there, too, but it was nothing like California. I had so
much freedom. I loved it.” He shakes his head as if still in disbelief
at the reprieve.
***
It was a Sunday night on campus and Jake invited me to run
errands with him in his truck. We went to Wal-Mart, where he
bought Kashi cereal and vitamin-fortiﬁed yogurt. On the drive
back to campus, Jake called his mom. “My parents have been
extraordinarily supportive of me. I like to check in with them and
show my appreciation,” he said.
Back in his dorm room, Jake scanned The New York Times online
and mixed a vitamin supplement into his Nalgene. The bottom
drawer of his desk was crammed with bottles and pouches of
supplement pills, which he claims are important for staying healthy,
especially while working out. As a junior philosophy major, Jake lived
simply, with a regular routine of attending class, eating in Foss dining
hall, and working out at the gym each day for upwards of two hours.
Jake kept a small social circle—and a low proﬁle. “I mainly keep
to myself,” he said. “I don’t go out on weekends, and I don’t party.
Sometimes I think I should try to meet more people, but there are a
handful of people on this campus that I really know and trust. That’s
all I need.”
I was part of that circle. As Jake’s neighbor during my ﬁrst two
years at Colby, I found his introspective manner alluring. In a way,
he seemed happily distant from the typical oscillation of emotion
that takes place in the dramatic social theater of a college campus.
Working summers with construction crews and volunteering at
the local ﬁre station, Jake returned to Colby each year to study
the deeply abstract and intangible theories of philosophy. His only
sustaining concern, it seemed, was to keep himself from drifting
back into the smoky black despair that nearly washed him away in
high school.
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